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Comstock Chapter News 
Antique Motorcycle Club of America 

Winter 2018 
Part 1 

 

President’s Message 
It’s cold and it’s time to work on bikes again. I guess that is good 
because all of my bikes need some work. With all the antique bike 
activity going on in the Reno area this past year, the gremlins have 
taken their toll. Although I would rather ride than wrench, I’m 
thankful that there was a lot of antique bike activity to participate in 
this past year, which has lead to the need to wrench. Thank you to 
all of the club members who helped contribute to all of the great 
activities this past year, now let’s keep the ball rolling and do it 
again. 
 
If you are wondering about the gremlins, the Ducati developed an 
electrical problem, and the Velo developed a vibration during the 
Fort Sutter National Road Run. A new key switch on the Ducati 

seems to have fixed the electrical problem. Looking over the Velo, I didn’t find anything obvious. 
Maybe I don’t remember how much it used to vibrate, or maybe I’m getting old because it seems to run 
OK, except that it is harder to start since I tuned it up for the Comstock Classic. I’ll check it out again. 
 
As previously mentioned in the Comstock Chapter News, the Harley broke a piston on my attempt to 
ride 1,000 plus miles over the long Labor Day weekend. The broken piston pieces were jammed through 
the engine case baffle resulting in broken engine cases and the wrist pin gouged the cylinder wall. After 
months of contemplation on how to go about repairing the Harley, I finally made the decision to have 
the work done locally by people that I know and trust. The cases have been repaired and look 
unbelievable, and the front cylinder was salvaged by boring it 0.060” over. As of December 12, all the 
pieces are back at home in the garage, and reassembly should start soon. The goal is to have the old ’34 
ready to display in The One Moto Show in Portland, Oregon the weekend of February 9 thru 11, 2018.  
 
So, back to keeping the ball rolling; I am sure that many of the club functions that took place in 2017 
will be repeated in 2018, such as Saturday Coffee, the National Automobile Museum tour, the 
100/100/100 Ride, the Spring Street Vibrations gathering at Meadows’ shop, the Comstock Chapter 
Picnic, the Chili Cook-off, the Side Hustle Motorcycle Show, the Comstock Classic, and possibly the 
Earth Day Fossil Fuel Run. All of those events/activities were great, and I look forward to participating 
in them each year, but in my opinion, new ideas are needed to keep it fresh. Many of the aforementioned 
events/activities started as suggestions by club members, so if you have any ideas, please make them 
known so there is even more to do.  
 
I hope everybody has a great Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  
 
 
Rodd Lighthouse  
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Side Hustle Motorcycle Show – Reno, Nevada 

By Rodd Lighthouse 

 
The inaugural Side Hustle Motorcycle Show presented by See 
See Motor Coffee and the Comstock Chapter of the AMCA took 
place on September 30 during Street Vibrations. If you missed 
the Side Hustle MC Show, you blew it, at least for another year 
anyway. The show had a great turn out, especially for a first time 
event, and Comstock members greatly contributed to the success 
of the event. Approximately sixty motorcycles participated in 
the show and forty-two qualified as antiques. Twenty-nine of the 
forty-two motorcycles were Comstock member machines. 
Several nice awards were presented at the show and Comstock 
members received a majority of the recognition. Twenty 
Comstock members were observed enjoying the show, as well as 
their spouses and children. Thanks to all who took the time to 
make the Side Hustle Show a great event, and also to Thor 
Drake and the staff at See See for organizing and hosting the 
event. 
 
 
 

Awards 
 

George Lindesmith 
Lean and Mean Award 

1948 Indian Big Base Scout 
 

 

Layne Allen 
Sippin Fast Award 

1972 Redline Yamaha dirt tracker 
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Chris LaCruze 

Old Style Award 
1971 Trackmaster Norton dirt tracker 

 

 

Rodd Lighthouse 
Mini Award 

1950 Triumph drag bike 
 

 
 

Jim Meadows 
All American Award 

1948 Indian Chief with 1937 Indian Scout dirt tracker in sidecar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other awards included Patti Meadows (Female Rider – 1965 BSA C15) and Rick James (Special 
Recognition – 1937 Indian Chief). 
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More on the Side Hustle Motorcycle Show 

By George Canavan 

 
What a Pleasant Surprise! 
 
I hope you didn’t miss the opportunity to 
stop by See See Motor Coffee on 
Saturday, September 30, for their Side 
Hustle Motorcycle Show. Right in the 
midst of the Street Vibrations, Jack and 
his crew created an oasis for vintage road 
bikes, competition machines and a few 
sweet choppers from back in the day. 
 
Rodd has already told you about some of 
the machines that came out to show folks 
that there is a deep appreciation for flat 
trackers, side hacks and just good old 
bikes that usually get relegated to the 
back of the garage. Plenty of surprises 
there! 
 
My biggest surprise though was a week later when we returned to See See for the Saturday coffee ride 
and Jack presented the Chapter with a check for $150.00 as a show of appreciation to the club for our 
support. The show was a big success for the new retail operation in Reno and they wanted to make sure 
we knew it. 
 
Well, we are appreciative too to have Jack’s support and demonstrated it with one of our Comstock 
Chapter AMCA number plates to hang on the wall.  
 
A shout out to the Meadows clan is also deserved for organizing and bringing so many of their 
interesting motors to the event, thanks Jim, Jerry and Patti! 
 

Comstock Classic Road Run 

By Rodd Lighthouse 

For twelve months, ever since my first meeting as president of the Comstock Chapter, I have been 
freaking out about the Comstock Chapter’s first road run, the Comstock Classic. As the new chapter 
president and virgin road run planner, I felt a heavy burden on my shoulders. I was worried about the 
venue, routes, weather, level of participation, poker run, banquet, awards, t-shirts, pins, etc. The 
Comstock Chapter had to have a successful event. Thanks to the seasoned veterans of the Comstock 
Chapter, the weekend of October 13, 2017, the 1st Annual Comstock Classic went off without a hitch. 
 
Including Comstock members, twenty riders signed up to ride the Classic’s three scenic loop routes on 
their impeccable antique motorcycles. A small contingent of four riders from southern California, one 
rider each from, Germany, Alaska, and central California, and a couple from Hawaii joined the fray. The 
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themed routes, the Oldest Towns Loop, Walker River Loop and Markleeville/Monitor Pass Loop, 
ranged in length from 85 miles to 140 miles, and took the riders over high mountain passes and white 
water rivers, through sinuous canyons, down remote country roads, and through historic towns. 
Temperatures were a little cool during the rides, but the sun was out and the skies were clear, providing 
unobstructed views of Lake Tahoe and the beautiful Nevada desert.  
 
A western barbeque buffet banquet capped off the Saturday loop, which included a poker run. After 
cocktails, hors d oeuvres, including fresh smoked salmon from Alaska, thanks to Dale Anderson, and 
chatting about the day’s events, the banquet commenced. The western BBQ buffet had plenty of choices 
to satisfy everybody, including chicken, beef, ribs, fish, side dishes and salads. 
 
After dinner, the eloquent George Canavan presented awards. Two awards were selected by the Classic 
participants, the Hard Luck Award and the People’s Choice Award. Although Jim Christian made a 
good case for the Hard Luck Award, hemorrhoids caused by a faulty seat post, the award was ultimately 
given to David Flores for his immaculate 1932 Indian Chief. David planned on riding the Chief on the 
first day of the Classic, but when he unloaded it from the trailer, an observant participant noticed that 
there was only one bolt holding the hub to the sprocket. The People’s Choice Award was hotly contested 
between the beautiful 1938 Harley-Davidson knucklehead of Rusty Mitchell and the 1937 Harley-
Davidson flathead of Scott Greenwood, with Greenwood getting the nod.  
 
In addition to the awards selected by the participants, a special award was given to “Indian” Jim Coe. 
Knowing how anal George Canavan is about his equipment and how frustrated he was about his fine 
German engineered 1968 BMW R69 S US smoking, Jim poured a cap of oil under the Beemer after the 
Saturday loop. George, being the perfectionist he is, was putting his bike under cover for the evening 
when he noticed the oil. You should have seen him cursing and going crazy trying to figure out what 
happened to his baby. 
 
The award winners included: 

• Hard Luck Award – David Flores – 1932 Indian Chief 
• Farthest Ridden – Jeff Park from Reno (50 miles!) – 1975 Norton Commando 
• Farthest Travelled – Wolfgang Schaelte from Germany – 1953 Indian Chief 
• Oldest Bike and Rider Combo – Gus Assuras  - 1942 Harley-Davidson EL – 200 years old 
• Oldest Motorcycle – Craig Taylor – 1934 Harley-Davidson VL 
• Oldest Rider – George Canavan – 1968 BMW R69S US – 100 years old* 
• People’s Choice – Scott Greenwood – 1937 Harley-Davidson ULH 
• President’s Award – Rodd Lighthouse – 1969 Velocette Venom Clubman 
• Rat Bike – Dale Anderson – 1945 Indian Chopper 
• Slick Trick Dirty Prank Award – “Indian” Jim Coe  
• Youngest Rider/Passenger– Nicole Read – 1940 Harley-Davidson ULH 

 
* Linda Canavan expressed how happy she was that she did not ride with George because she would 
have been the unlucky recipient of the oldest rider award 
 
The most disappointing part of the Classic was the poker run. After pulling three queens on the run, I 
thought I had the 50/50 pot wrapped up. I knew Nicole and Kevin Read had two pair, but what were the 
odds of selecting the winning card on the final pull? The answer is 1 in 6.5, or approximately 15.5%, 
and the Reads pulled it off and won the $110 pot. 
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The First Annual Comstock Classic was a great time, and I am already looking forward to our next 
event. Thanks to all who helped organize the Classic, to all the volunteers, and to all who came from so 
far away to join us. I hope you all had a great time. 
 

 
Comstock Classic participants lined up and ready to go on Day 1. 

 

 
People’s Choice – 1937 Harley-Davidson ULH 

 


